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SUBJECT: ERITREA - MILITARY ENGAGEMENT 

1. ACCORDING ALLEGED EYEWITNESS, A SIZABLE ENGAGEMENT TOOK PLACE 
YESTERDAY BEGINNING AT APPROXIMATELY 9:30 A.M. AND CONTINUING WELL 
INTO THE AETERNOON AT APPROXIMATELY THE 13 KM MARK ON THE ROAD 
BETWEEN ASMARA AND DECAMERE. ACCORDING TO THE REPORT ABOUT 100 
INSURGENTS, POSITIVELY IDENTIEIED AS ELE, ALTHOUGH THIS NORMALLY 
PLE TERRITORY, ATTACKED LOUR TRUCKLOADS OE GOVERNMENT TROOPS. 

THE INSURGENTS WERE DRESSED IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES, WERE SPEAKING 
ARABIC, WERE USING PORTABLE RADIOS, AND WERE ARMED WITH AUTOMATIC 
WEAPONS IDENTIFIED AS KALASHNIKOV. THE ROAD WAS ALSO REPORTEDLY 
CUT AT THE 21 KM MARK. 
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2. THE VILLAGES IN THE AREA WERE REPORTEDLY EVACUATED AND 
EIGHT CIVILIAN BUSES WERE STOPPED lUST BEEORE THE AMBUSH 
SITE. PASSENGERS, ALL ERITREAN, ALLEGEDLY DISEMBARKED AND 
CONTINUED ON BY EOOT TO DECAMERE. 

3. INFORMANT CLAIMS HE ASKED AN INSURGENT ABOUT THE AMERICANS 
WHO WERE SIEZED ON MONDAY AND WAS TOLD TO MIND HIS OWN BUSINESS. 

4. COMMENT: THIS ENGAGEMENT IS TYPICAL OF THOSE THAT HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE IN THIS AREA OVER THE YEARS, ALTHOUGH ON A SOMEWHAT 
LARGER SCALE THAN MOST. THE CLASSIC PATTERN INVOLVES A ROAD 
AMBUSH, A SHARP ENGAGEMENT EOLLOWED BY THE DISAPPEARANCE 

OE THE INSURGENT EORCES, AND AN EXTENSIVE SWEEP POSSIBLE 
ACCOMPANIED BY ARTILLERY AND AIRCRAFT, BY THE GOVERNMENT EORCES. 
MORE OF THIS CAN BE EXPECTED AS LONG AS THE INSURGENCY REMAINS 
ACTIVE. 
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